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Deep in the Tankwa Karoo is a surprising oasis, off the beaten
track, through an astonishing vista one would consider more
suitable to our concept of Mars.
Pitilessly harsh, the landscape gives up very little; a ruined
farmhouse stands testimony to those not surviving the

A desolate, ruined farm structure leaves little doubt of the extreme difficulties of surviving in the Tankwa Karoo.
The wind pump reminds of efforts to obtain precious water.

aggressive conditions.

The road from Ceres to Calvinia is considered to be the
longest stretch between two towns in South Africa, the great
majority of it on gravel. As a backdrop to this dramatic route
is the Cederberg, pushing unique, unusual formations into
the sky.

The Cederberg provides a spectacular background to the arid,
rolling landscape of the Tankwa Karoo.

Flora struggles to survive, yet still is able to flower in the
scorched earth.

In the midst of all this is Die Mond, 20 kms from the
‘main’ road via a number of gates that leads to the Doring River,
and the unexpected vista of cold, blue water, surrounded by
green vegetation.
It comes as something of a visual conflict to decipher this
lushness in the context of the aridity, but the shelter provided by
the trees provides relief during the day.

Rocks, burnt and split by the sun’s heat offer little protection for the sparse vegetation. The
patch of green indicates that the river’s water can support life in this barren space.

Water seems almost incongruous in the inhospitable environment, yet the Doring River provides a
lifeline, and has done so through the ages.

Then the reality that people have occupied this site for
millennia: San paintings on the walls of the overhangs above
the river, telling us that not only they, but animals as large as
elephant, were once able to sustain themselves here.

Overhangs line the banks of
the Doring River, providing
protection for the artworks,
much as they would have
done for the people who
created them,

